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Quantum Universe

1 Higher level structure (quantum)
2 Lower level structure (classical)

Not distinguish between on-shell and off-shell.
Generalized Hasse diagrams.





Causal metric hypothesis

The properties of the physical Universe are manifestations of
causal structure.



Causal metric hypothesis

The causal structure of relativistic spacetime determines its
metric structure up to scale:

Rafael Sorkin: order plus number equals geometry
Stephen Hawking: topological structure determines
conformal structure
David Malament: causal structure determines topological
structure

topological, smooth, causal, conformal, metric



Causal set approach

Describing fundamental spacetime structure.
Modeling gravitation at the quantum level.
Unifying physical laws.

One of the results: heuristic bound on the value of
cosmological constant in concordance with the experiment



The number of elements N comprising a region of spacetime
equals the volume of that region in fundamental units.

(geometry = order + number ) The equality between number N
and volume V is not precise, but a subject to Poisson

fluctuations, whence instead of N = V , we can write only

N ∼ V ±
√

V .



Let us assume that at sufficiently large scales the effective
theory of spacetime structure is governed by a gravitational
path integral, which at a deeper level will of course be a sum

over causets. That N plays the role of time in this sum suggest
that it must be held fixed. If we were to fix V exactly, we would
be doing "umimodular gravity", in which setting it is easy to see
that Λ and V are conjugate to each other in the same sense
as energy and time are conjugate in nonrelativistic quantum

mechanics.



In analogy to the ∆E∆t uncertainty relation, we thus expect in
quantum gravity to obtain

∆Λ∆V ∼ ~.

Remember that even with N held exactly constant, V still
fluctuates between N +

√
N and N −

√
N. That is, we have

N ∼ V ±
√

N → V ∼ N ±
√

V , or ∆V ∼
√

V .

∆Λ ∼
√

V
− 1

2



Finally let us assume that the value about which Λ fluctuates is
strictly zero: 〈Λ〉 = 0. A rough estimate identifying spacetime

volume with the Hubble scale H−1 then yields

V ∼ (H−1)4 ∼ H−4 → Λ ∼ V− 1
2 ∼ H2 ∼ ρcritical .



Continuum based theories

1 Divergence issues
2 Lack of natural scale
3 Experimental discreteness
4 Discreteness arising from continuum based assumptions
5 Discreteness via the philosophy of measurement







One mathematical problem from topology

We formulate one mathematical problem, which will be useful
further. We will call, that a circle S1 ∈ R3 with finite length and
finite circumference, which could be deformed, is a ring:
let’s have a finite collection of N rings S1 in R3, which could not
touch. Derive a formula for number of non-homeomorphic
structures, which could be constructed from this finite collection
of rings; Every two rings could be linked only once, they could
not be knotted or twisted.



Partial solution of the problem

We have immediately one bound from below on the number of
non-homeomorphic structures, when we map the linkage of
rings to finite connected graphs on N vertices. We simply
exchange two rings, which are Hopf-linked by two vertices
connected by an edge. So the number of linkage of N rings is at
least so big as the number of connected graphs on N vertices.
This is the well-known sequence 1,1,2,6,21,112,853, ....
But because we can also permute the Hopf-linked rings on the
given ring, the number of non-homeomorphic structures of
linkage of N rings is bigger than the number of connected
graphs on N vertices.



Motivation

String theory + Loop quantum gravity + Causal set
approach
Continuity: wrong concept
Finitism



Basic gravitating object

We could look at our construction as a lattice field theory,
where the basic object is a "gravitating" ring:

Figure: Gravitating ring embedded to R3



Figure: The basic processes with rings are creation, absorption and
breaking of a ring.



The minimal length of these rings is 2 Planck lengths, but we
can stretch it to multiples of Planck length. We define these 3
rules for creation of a ring, absorption of a ring and finally
the breaking of a ring. The first diagram shows a creation of a
ring on a ring with Ten0 and Cr0 = 0. The creation parameter of
the original ring changes to Cr1 = 1 and the tension parameter
increases to Ten1 > Ten0. The opposite process is an
absorption of a ring by other ring on the second diagram. The
creation parameter changes from Cr = 1 to Cr = 0 and tension
parameter decreases, Ten0 > Ten1. The last process is a
breaking of a ring and creation of 2 new rings. This is
phenomenological characterization of the processes which
could happen to the rings. The details will tell us the master
equations.



We posed many questions in this theory, which we want to
solve. But let’s ask the most important question, whether our
theory could explain something, what other approches to QG
(like string theory or loop quantum gravity, do not solve. We
want to indicate now that RT has the potential to give an
explanation to the following two problems: the first problem is
the existence of dark energy and the second one is the
existence of arrow of time in our Universe; Of course, we need
to give correct proofs, but we will now only suggest possible
solutions of these problems in RT. Let’s start, for example, with
the dark energy problem.



Figure: When a big number of rings break on Mpc distances, the
Universe starts to accelerate.



We need later explain why is the Universe accelerating in
the context of RT. We already know that there was one
hypothetical epoch of accelerated expansion at the
beginning of the history of the Universe, which is called
cosmological inflation. The second epoch is the late
time cosmic acceleration. Both epochs could be
modeled by RT by the process of breaking of big number
of rings, Figure 6. Rings could have certain discrete values
of inner resistance for stretching. (They can break for
certain values of parameter Ten.) When the big number of
rings break, the Universe starts to accelerate. We will need
to obtain mathematical details of this process.
The other problem, which we want to explain by RT, is the
problem of arrow of time in our Universe. Our "local"
void is traveling along some ring according to RT. This
ring(s) gave the birth to time in our part of the Universe,
because it "induced" in it the orientation.



Figure: Linkage of 1, 2 and 3 rings, which are hooked on some ring.



Figure: One branch of linkage of 4 and 5 rings (5 rings with 4 and 5
edges), which are hooked on some ring, when we represent
intersection of rings by graphs. They should represent 8 gluons in the
correspondence to the elementary particle table of the standard
model.



Figure: 5 rings with 6 edges. They should represent W+, W− and Z
bosons, and the Higgs boson. There are also other graphs for 5
vertices with more then 6 edges. But it is an interesting thing that this
table and the previous ones look like the elementary particle table of
the standard model. (The coincidence is almost exact, but there are 2
structrues for Higgs boson.) So it would be necessary to show that
there is some connection between irreducible representations of
Poincarè group and the topological properties of linkage of rings in
the space R3.
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Sources of pictures: Physics Libre Texts, Hiroshima University,
Science Blogs, University of Alberta, Einstein Online,

Wordpress.com, LISA, Updatepedia, Wikimedia Commons,
Discrete causal theory (Benjamin Dribus)


